BIG CREEK TOWNSHIP MINUTES
AUGUST 21, 2025
BIG CREEK TOWNSHIP HALL

Call Regular Meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Booth, Wyman, Ecker, Coulon, Avery, Wilson, Commissioner McCauley, Luzerne
Fire Chief Shephard, County Clerk Marsh-Shepard, 7 electors.

MINUTES — Coulon/Ecker to approve July 17, 2025 minutes. All ayes. Motion passed.

LIST OF BILLS: Coulon/Ecker to approve to pay bills totaling $158,159.55. All ayes.
Motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Account balances: General Fund - $678,427.64; Cemetery Fund - $17,398.04; Parks Fund -
$174,080.15; Road Fund - $214,731.59; Luzerne Fire - $176,668.33; Fire Millage - $216,888.30

FIRE REPORT:
Luzerne Fire Chief Shepard reported eight (8) calls with three (3) of those being assists to Tri-
Town Fire Department.

Highway clean-up with eight (8) firefighters attending.

Meeting and Training with ten (10) firefighters in attendance.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

A DNR Natural Rivers review meeting took place at Big Creek Township hall this month. There
were two (2) appeals. Both were after-the-fact variances. Both were granted. One being for a
cement slab and the other for a shed.

Safe Routes to School applications was submitted last month. It has been reviewed and changes
made and resubmitted. It now goes to MDOT to be reviewed and approved.

Mulch was spread at Comstock Park in Luzerne at play structure.

FEMA was approved for the state of Michigan. Paperwork is started for that and submitted.
They will contact the township supervisor to go over expenses. Reimbursements are hopeful.

Township is working with NEMCOG for the Planning Commission. Denise Klein and someone
else will be working with us on the plan. As of July 31, 2025, there were only 57 responses to
the online survey, so that is being extended with the hopes of at least 200 responses on the
survey. Anyone in the county can complete the survey.

The play equipment has been erected. The dome climber does not meet the expectations. It was
not installed well. It bulges and will probably have to be redone. Mulch has been placed and all
equipment is safe to use.



Excavating for the pavilion at the new park has been started. Trusses are to be delivered in mid-
September.

Fencing options for the new park was introduced to the board.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Big Creek Township is hosting the MTA picnic on September 8, 2025 at 6:00 pm at the township
hall. Rich Castle with Consumers will be in attendance.

ORDINANCE OFFICER REPORT:

Gerber road residence continues to be in noncompliance of the court order issued in May, 2024.
Owner is incarcerated for two (2) years. The township will contact the township lawyer to
confirm what steps need to be taken next.

OLD BUSINESS:
Hu Nhin Luu was in attendance and reports that he continues to show improvement in the
property he owns. Ordinance officer confirms.

Creating a fund raiser to help furnish the new park in Mio with benches and picnic tables was
discussed. This will be worked on in the coming week and bring it back to the board.

Bids for limestone to extend the township hall driveway for recycle bins will be introduced to the
board at the September meeting.

A letter from Blumberg and Blumberg, P.C. representing Christine McGregor regarding fencing
at the transfer site. The township will contact the township lawyer and have him reach out to
Blumberg and Blumberg.

Mail to Lorraine Levetnuk’s daughter has been returned as undeliverable. Booth/Ecker to go
forward with demolition of building and assessment charges on the winter taxes on
property of Lorraine Levetnuk. All ayes. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS:
Coulon/Wyman to approve to provide $150.00 to Tri-Town Fire Department’s fire
awareness week education. All ayes. Motion passed.

Booth/Wyman to reimburse$46.90 to Lynette Wilson for the of flowers in Luzerne and at
Comstock Park. All ayes. Motion passed.

Booth/Coulon to approve winter burials for full burials only (no cremains burials) from
December 1% through April 30™. All ayes. Motion passed.

Cemetery snowplowing will be completed by the County Road Commission for full burials only.



Booth/ Avery to support to levy the full amount on winter tax bills that are allowed and to
allow Booth and Wyman to sign the 4029 form. All ayes. Motion passed.

MAIL:
CORRESPONDENCE:

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Booth requested thoughts from board for the use of the Mio Pavilion for Farmer’s Market each
week. This would be open to the public to use.

County Clerk Libby Shephard was present to represent Steiner Museum. Shepard states that Big
Creek township can have two board members on the Steiner board. Meetings are the 2™
Thursday of each month. Winter meetings are at the community center in Mio. A request of a
copy of the board minutes from Steiner be sent to the township clerks, so each township is aware
of the happenings.

Avery/Coulon to approve to continue to contribute $4370.00 to Steiner Museum. All ayes.
Motion passed.

COMMISSIONER COMMENT:

Commissioner McCauley reports that the library will be meeting the third Monday of each
month. There will be thoughts of opening on Saturday’s. There are also available items to sign
out such as fishing poles, crock pots, sewing machines and several other items.

BOARD COMMENT:

Trustee Coulon reports the Oscoda County EDC /Michigan Works will be holding a business
resource fair on October 8, 2025 at the Wildlife Plaza from 5pm to 7:30 pm. There will people
there from Michigan Works, SBA, APEX Accelerators. For Registration, go to the EDC
website.

Veterans is holding a Helping Hand for Hero’s. They would like Big Creek Township to work
with them. It’s a clean-up day for veterans on September 14, 2025. A veteran can be nominated
to clean up the yard, i.e. lawn, brush trimming, etc. Looking for volunteers such as sports
groups, service groups, etc. Contact Lilly at the veteran’s office for more information.

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm
Lori Wyman
Big Creek Township Clerk



